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SUBJECT: A GAULLIST VIEW OF THE MAJORITY 

SUMMARY. THE GISCARD - CHIRAC MEETING OF TWO WEEKS 
AGO HAS FAILED TO HEAL THE RIFT IN THE MAJORITY. THAT. 

AT ANY RATE, IS THE VIEW OF ALAIN JUPPE. THE 32- YEAR- 
OLD ONE-MAN THINK-TANK FOR JACQUES CHIRAC AND THE RPR. 

JUPPE IS ALSO HIS PARTY'S MARCH CANDIDATE IN THE LANDES, 

SOUTH OF BORDEAUX, AGAINST THE SOCIALIST INCUMBENT. 

HE COMBINES PARISIAN INTELLECTUALISM, TECHNOCRACY AND 
BIG PARTY BRAINSTORMING WITH A DOWN-HOME TOUCH AND 
INTEREST IN HIS DEPARTMENT, WHERE HE CAMPAIGNS 5 DAYS 
A WEEK. DESPITE THE MAJORITY'S AGREED MANIFESTO OF LAST 
SEPTEMBER, THE BREAK-UP OF THE LEFT AND THE GISCARD 
CHIRAC MEETING OF DECEMBER 7, JUPPE IS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT 
MARCH - BOTH FOR HIS PARTY AND FOR THE MAJORITY. THE 
POLLS HAVE SHOWN, HE SAYS, THAT THE MAJORITY HAS NOT 
BENEFITTED FROM THE LEFT'S SPLIT, AND, EQUALLY DISTUR- 
BING, SIGNS KEEP SURFACING TO SHOW THAT GISCARD HAS NOT 
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CHANGED ONE BIT HIS PLAN TO GOVERN EVENTUALLY WITH THE 
MODERATE LEFT. JUPPE'S VIEWS, SUMMARIZED BELOW. ARE 
INTERESTING BECAUSE HE IS LISTENED TO BY CHIRAC AND 
PROBABLY REFLECTS HIS VIEWS (PARIS 36386). HE TYPIFIES 
AND BETRAYS MANY OF THE SAME SUSPICIONS OF GISCARD HELD 
BY THE OTHER 400-ODD RPR CANDIDATES. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . RPR PESSIMISM: SEVERAL RECENT EVENTS ARE TROUBLING 
FOR THE RPR. REPUBLICAN PARTY PRESIDENT SOISSON THIS 
WEEK CALLED FOR LIMITING MAJORITY CANDIDATES TO TWO IN 
CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS WHERE MULTIPLE CANDIDACIES THREATEN 
MAJORITY CHANCES (NO CANDIDATE GETTING THE 12.5 PERCENT 
NECESSARY TO GET INTO THE SECOND ROUND) - IN EFFECT 

AN INVITATION TO NON-RPR MAJORITY CANDIDATES TO GANG UP 
ON THE RPR. SOISSON ALSO CALLED FOR THE PRIME MINISTER 
TO ARBITRATE DIFFICULT CASES, THUS CONJURING UP MEMO- 
RIES OF THE RACE FOR MAYOR OF PARIS LAST MARCH WHEN 
BARRE "ARBITRATED" IN FAVOR OF THE LOSING CANDIDATE 
D'ORNANO. GISCARDS SPEECH AT VASSY LAST WEEK (PARIS 
36947) DID NOT COMMIT THE PRESIDENT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER 
IN THE CAMPAIGN. HE CONTINUES, ACCORDING TO JUPPE, TO 
MAKE VAGUE APPEALS TO WORK WITH THE SOCIALISTS, MAKE 
PRO-FORMA APPEALS FOR UNITY IN THE MAJORITY, AND MAINLY 
PROTECT HIS OWN ROLE FOR THE POST-ELECTION PERIOD. 

MOST DISTURBING IS THE LACK OF SUCCESS OF THE BARRE 
PLAN AND THE ABSENCE OF THE PRIME MINISTER FROM THE PO- 
LITICAL SCENE. "EVEN IF INFLATION GOES DOWN TO .7 
PERCENT A MONTH BETWEEN NOW AND THE MARCH ELECTIONS 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT DROPS BELOW ONE MILLION, IT'S STILL A 
FAILURE. IT'S TOO LATE NOW", JUPPE CONCLUDED. 

2. NOT ALL IS HOPELESS: THE ONLY WAY TO PULL THE 
MAJORITY OUT OF ITS 46 PERCENT SLUMP IS, ACCORDING TO 
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THIS RPR STALWART, FOR THE RPR TO OFFER THE COUNTRY A 
CLEAR CHOICE BETWEEN THE SOCIALISM OF THE LEFT AND A 
LIBERAL REFORMIST ALTERNATIVE WHICH WORKS. THIS INVOL- 
VES ADOPTING SEVERAL KEY RPR PROPOSALS SUCH AS ACCELE- 
RATING THE ECONOMY THROUGH SELECTIVE INVESTMENT INCEN- 
TIVES, ATTACKING UNEMPLOYMENT ON A REGIONAL BASIS, TAX 
REFORMS AND INCREASED POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AT THE 
LOCAL LEVEL. THE PRIME MINISTER CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THIS 
EFFORT ALSO, JUPPE CONCEDED. BARRES ACTION OBJECTIVES, 
SCHEDULED TO BE ANNOUNCED JANUARY 7, SHOULD EMPHASIZE A 
FEW CATCHY CENTRAL THEMES (EXAMPLES: CORPORATE REFORM, 
REGIONALISM AND LOCAL AUTONOMY, FISCAL REFORM) RATHER 
THAN JUST ADD ANOTHER LENGTHY PROGRAM TO THOSE ALREADY 
PRESENTED BY EVERY OTHER PARTY. THE PRESIDENT ALSO, 
DESPITE RPR SUSPICIONS, COULD CONTRIBUTE TO A MAJORITY 
VICTORY BY THROWING HIMSELF INTO THE CAMPAIGN, OFFERING 
THE PEOPLE A CLEAR-CUT CHOICE AND UNAMBIGUOUSLY INDICA- 
TING HIS CHOICE - BUT JUPPE THINKS THE ODDS ARE 
AGAINST SUCH A COURSE OF ACTION BY GISCARD. IN SUM. 

JUPPE SEES THE MAJORITY'S CHANCES AS LESS THAN EVEN 
BECAUSE OF GISCARD S VACILLATION, BARRE S LOW POPULA- 
RITY, AND CONTINUING RIVALRIES AMONG THE MAJORITY PAR- 
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TIES. BUT HE STILL SEES A FIGHTING CHANCE THAT CHIRAC'S 
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DYNAMISM AND RPR GRASS ROOTS MILITANCY WILL SAVE THE 
DAY. 

3. FOR THE RPR, THE LEFT REMAINS A FORMIDABLE OPPONENT. 

THE PS REMAINS IDEOLOGICALLY COHERENT, ITS BASE REMAINS 
GENERALLY COMMITTED TO UNITY WITH THE PCF, AND ITS PER- 
CENTAGE OF THE ELECTORATE REMAINS STABLE. WHAT IT HAS 
LOST ON ITS LEFT TO THE PCF, IT SEEMS TO HAVE GAINED ON 
ITS RIGHT, AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CENTER. SINCE THE 
SEPTEMBER SPLIT WITH THE PCF, IT IS SUCCEEDING, ACCORD- 
ING TO IUPPE, IN ITS ATTEMPT TO CONVEY AN IMAGE OF A 
MODERATE REFORMIST PARTY WHICH WOULD NOT INTRODUCE REVO- 
LUTION AND WHICH COULD WORK WITH GISCARD. PART OF THE 
PS' APPEAL, JUPPE CONTINUED, WAS DUE TO THE CONFIDENCE 
MOST FRENCHMEN HAVE THAT THE PARTY IS NOT REALLY SER- 
IOUS ABOUT THE MORE RADICAL ASPECTS OF ITS PROGRAM AND 
WOULD NOT IMPLEMENT IT FULLY ONCE IN POWER. IT IS THE 
RPR'S TASK TO BREAK THIS TACIT COLLUSION BETWEEN GIS- 
CARD AND THE PS AND DRIVE HOME TO THE ELECTORATE THAT 
THE PS IS A NEW, TRANSORMED PARTY WITH LITTLE IN COM- 
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MON WITH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES ELSEWHERE IN EUROPE. 

4. THE OVERALL IMPRESSION IN RPR CIRCLES IS ONE OF 
PESSIMISM - OVER THE ECONOMIC PICTURE AS MUCH AS THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION. TIME SEEMS TO BE RUNNING AGAINST 
THE MAJORITY, IN THE RPR MIND. WHILE GISCARD AND BARRE 
BIDE THEIR TIME IN DECIDING WHAT TO DO NEXT, AND WHEN. 
THE GAULLISTS CONSIDER THEMSELVES THE ONLY BULWARK 
AGAINST THE LEFT TIDE. THEY HAVE NOT YET ENTIRELY RULED 
OUT HELP FROM THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND OTHER 
MAJORITY PARTIES, BUT BELIEVE THAT, EVEN WITH THEIR 
HELP, VICTORY WILL AT BEST BE SNATCHED OUT OF THE LEFT'S 
HANDS AT THE LAST MINUTE AND BY THE NARROWEST OF MAR- 
GINS. THE EFFECT OF DIVISIONS IN THE LEFT ON THE SECOND 
ROUND VOTE IN MARCH COULD, OF COURSE, HELP THE MAJORITY, 
BUT FOR THE GAULLISTS, WHO ARE NOT IN THE HABIT OF RELY 
ING ON THE MISTAKES OF OTHERS FOR THEIR SUCCESSES, THIS 
IS A WEAK REED TO CLING TO. 
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